The These concepts will be discovered and examined by the participants through a concrete guided activity in small groups.
Demonstration by the presenter using physical objects.
1 hour Formalization of braids as algebraic objects. The operation of composition and the structure of group. A comparison between the composition of braids and numerical operations. Non-commutativity of the composition. An invariant of braids.
Participants will follow hand-outs and experiment with physical objects (ropes to make braids). Work in small groups with feedback from the presenter; short plenary discussions to ensure every group is making progress and to agree on Dalvit notation.
minutes
Final plenary discussion and summary of the content of the workshop both in an informal and in a formal way, highlighting the connections between "manual braiding" and the abstract formulation of the problems.
